
For Release Morning Papers R-874 
Fr iday , June 2 1 , 1940 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
WAGE AND HOUR DIVISION 

' Washington 

"FIRST PROCESSING" OF FRESH. FRUITS AND VEGETABLES TO BE 
INCLUDED IN JULY 1 WAGE-HOUR HEARING ON SEASONALITY 

The hear ing on a p p l i c a t i o n s for t h e p a r t i a l t .eiJ^emption from f ie hours 

p r o v i s i o n of the Fa i r Labor Standerds Act , of the handl ing , packing , s t o r i n g , 

p repa r ing in t h e i r rav/ o r n a t u r a l s t a t e or canning of f r e s h f r u i t s and 

•vegetables as i n d u s t r i e s of a seasonal hfeture -was bi*o&dehed today by Colonel 

P h i l i p B, Fleming, Adminis t ra tor of t h e Wage and Hour D i v i s i o n , U. S, 

Department of Labor, t o inc lude t h e f i r s t p roces s ing of suoh p e r i s h a b l e or 

seasonal f r e s h f r u i t s or v e g e t a b l e s . The hear ing i s scheduled for 10:00 

A. M. Ju ly 1, a t the Hotel Rale igh , before Merle D. Vincent , D i r e c t o r of 

the Hearings Branch of the D iv i s i on , 

The broadening of the hear ing was designed t o i nc lude , among o t h e r s , 

such f i r s t proo-essing opera t ions as the s a l t i n g or b r i n i n g o p e r a t i o n s 

involved i n the making of k r a u t , p i c k l e s and maraschino c h e r r i e s . 

The rev i sed n o t i c e of hear ing (Federa l R e g i s t e r , June 2 1 , 1940) a l s o 

provided t h a t those unable t o appear a t the hea r ing can f i l e s ta tements 

cover ing p o i n t s upon which informat ion i s needed i n making t h e de to rmina t ion . 

These p o i n t s a r e : (1) l ength of o p e r a t i n g season i n weeks fo r each commodity 

for pas t severa l seasons ; (2) l eng th of o p e r a t i n g season i n weeks, in p l a n t s 

ope ra t ing on moro than one commodity for p a s t s eve r a l s e a s o n s , and (3) 

p ropor t ion of t o t a l volume of a l l commodities handled, packed, s t o r e d , 

canned prepared or processed dur ing 14-week p e r i o d or pe r iods of maximum 

opera t ion during pas t s eve ra l s e a s o n s . 
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